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«The leading Modernist, Alfred Firmin Loisy
(1857— 1940), was primarily a biblical scholar, but his
investigation of the historical problem of Christianity
led him towards the typical Modernist philosophy of

religion.

His most famous book, L*Evangile etl’ Eglise, is a
shattering criticism of the view of Christianity held by

Harnack. The German scholar had left no room for

life,growth or movement in his conception of
Christianity, but had tried to strip away all accretions

SO as to isolate a fixed original content as the essence
of Christianity.As over against this static conception,
Loisy asks: ‘Why not find the essence of Christianity in
the fulness and totality of its life, which shows
movement and vitality just because it is life,? The truth
of christianity develops as Christianity affirms itself in
the life of the Church,‘ The gospel has not entered the
world as an unconditioned absolute doctrine, summed
up in a unique and stedfast truthbut as a living faith,

concrete and complex.n(‘x)
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((Perha;is, says Schweitzcr: the ideal would have
been that religious truth should be expressed in a form
independent of any connection with any particular
period, so that it could be taken over simply and easily

by one generation after another. But this is not the
case. We are obliged to admit the evident fact that
religious truth varies from age to age’. The solution
which Schweitzer proposes is to find in the teaching of
Jesus a certain ‘spiritual force’ which he calls the
‘religion of Iove, and which can remain essentially the
same in connection with varying world —_ views
whether these be the world — views of Jewish

apocalyptic, of Hellenistic times, of the Middle Ages, or

of the modern period.»(7)
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«‘Rehgon’ we are told, is nothing but knOchdée
It is, however, an imperfect and inferior kind of
knowledge. With the development of spirit, its content
has been changed, bettered and refined, and this
process will continue, but its, form remain the same __
an imperfect mythological form which is surpassed by
rational form of philosophical knowledge. (1D
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«Loisy often writes as if there is indeed an absolute
and eternal truth, a kind of platonic essence laid up in
the heavens, as it were, so that what changes and
develops would be only our way of grasping and

expressing the truth. (%)
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«Revelation, they maintained,is not an imperfectible
deposit of truth, descended from heaven, as it were,
and expressible in propositions to which intellectual
assent may be given. such assent would,in any case, fall
short of a genuinely religious faith. Religious truth is
the kind of truth that must be lived. it is immanent in
religious experience, and is therefore always incomplete
and in process of development. At the same time, the
Modernists believed that the catholic Church. is the
Locus within which this truth develops.,)(lo)
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(Troeltsch lays down certain principles
which are to guide us in our approach to
history. One is the principle of criticism. Every
tradition and every generally received
interpretation of history must be sifted by
criticism, and this is a work which is never
finished. Fresh facts may come to light, or more
careful criticism may upset the results of eariler
investigation. It follows that the findings of
history are able to claim only prob ability. They
are always open to correction and revision, and
always fall short of certainty. As far as
christianity is concerned, this principle simply
sums up the results of all the historical research

upon the Bible that went on in the century
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on the assumption that the events of the past are
analogous to the events which we ourselves experience
in the prestent. A report of past events which are
analogous to present events must be deemed to have
more inherent probability than a report of events for
which we can find no analogies in our own experience.
We have, for instance, no experience of miracles or
wonders such as we read about in the Bible. We must
therefore assume that the reports of such happenings
are highly improbable. This principle of analogy is by
no means an arbitrary one. If we did not assume that
past events were simliar in their nature to events that
happen now, or that people thought znd acted then in
ways similar to those in which we think and act
ourselevs, then there would be no possibility at all of
learning from history or of getting any understanding
of the past.»(”)
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«Thus when Troeltsch,s principles are applied to it,
Christianxity emerges deprived of certainy in its
historical basis, shorn of its supernatural element, and

denied any final or absolute character.”(ls)
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before Troeltsch. The events recorded in the
New Testament and on Which Christianity is
supposed to be founded cannot be taken for
certain. Some may appear more probable,
others less so, but in any case we must keep an
open mind about them — who knows whether
Dext year an Arab boy may find in a cave by the
Dead Sea some musty scrolls which will shed an
entirely new light on the matter. ,(19)
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¢A third principle is that of correlation. Every
historical event is correlated with others in the same
series. There is an integral continuity in history, so that
everything which happens has to be considered as
immanent in the immensely complex causal nexus.
Troeltsch can even say that ‘the history of mankind
merges in the purely evolutionary history of the carth‘s

surface,

Again since all events are of the same order, it
cannot be claimed that any particular event is final,
absolute, unique or anything of the sort. The
implication of this for Christianity is relativism.
Christianity belongs within the sphere of religious and
human history as a whole, and no absolute claim can
be made for it.,(¥%)
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«As an example, which does not accurately illustrate
Hegel’ s point but does suggest how single facts
acquire a rational quality, one can consider the parts of
an engine. By itself, a spark plug has no rational
character; What confers rationality upon it is its
relation to the other parts of engine. To discover the
essence of the spark plug is, thus, to discover truth
about the other parts and eventually the entire engine.
The human mind, then, moves dialectically, constantly
embracing an ever — increasing scope of reality
discovering the truth of anything only after discovering

its relation to the whaole, to the Idea.n(zs)
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«1.Hegel also claims that the absolutx unite of
concept and objectivity.(ZI)
2. What is rational, said Hegelis real; and What is
real is rational.(?%
3. Hegle says that the object of thought consists
after all in thought itself.
There is, he said, an identity between knowing and
being. knowing and being are simply two sides of the

same coin.»(23)
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1 - For Him (Hegel) truth means system.(%)

2 - The truth is the whole ... The whole of which
he speaks is developing whole. and it develops through
the medium of contradiction.(¢7)

3 - The word ‘dialectic, is connected with the word
‘dialegein, meaning discourse or argue.(zs)
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