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1. These shortcomings suggest that religion is
notoriously difficult to define. (p.4)
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notorious: well - known for some bad quality or deed.
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2. Contemporary Anglo - American philosophers

continue to be interested in issues surrounding classical
theism, including nontraditional proposals for modifying
it. The present study focuses primarily on the most
significant issues related to classical theism, although at
some points issues in other theistic religions and even
nontheistic religions are given serious consideration.
Much of our discourse in this book is drawn from
historical Judeo - Christian beliefs about God, since
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[Reason and Relgious Belief (An Introduction to the||
philosophy of religion), oxford university press, 1991]
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those beliefs give shape to many past and present
issues. (P.9)
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the present study focuses primarily on the most
significant issues related to classical theism, although at
some points issues in other theistic religions and even
nontheistic religions are given serious consideration.
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3. While each of us may prefer a certain
perspective, we must gain the ability to examine
impartially both our own perspective and those
opposing it. A kind of interested objectivity is what is
needed, attempting both to be fair to various positions

and to acknowledge when possible which one seems
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most reasonable among alternatives. It is in this spirit
that this book has been written. (P.11)
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2. (philosophy) having existence|outside the mind; real.
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6. A multitude of psychological, sociological, and

historical factors that are not obvious to the untrained
eye form the contours of every religion. (P.5)
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Contour: the outline or outer edge of sth,
representing its shap or form.
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7. One problem with restricting the study of
religion to these disciplines is that they do not permit
questions about the reasonableness and truth of
religious beliefs to be fully considered. (P.6)
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8. As the title of this text suggests, our present

study is directed at beliefs. Beliefs, for our purposes,
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4. Now, in any given case, if we found a network of
actions, emotions, and beliefs focusing on some
Ultimate Reality, then our general definition would be
satisfied to a sufficient degree and we would be
justified in saying that we have an instance of religion.
(P.3)
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5. It seems clear, though, that the numerous details
of any religion are very much an extension of how the
fundamental beliefs about the Ultimate are interpreted
and expressed in real life. (P.5)
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are simply statements that are taken as true. (P.5)
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9. Unfortunately, the elder son is not a good
enough farmer to accomplish this task, though he
could have prerented the ruin of the farm if he had
tried. (P.260)
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Though he Could have prevented the ruin of the
farm if he had tried.



