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In Germany, the theologian Schleiermacher restored
religious experience to center of religious thought.(“
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The really ntersting and significant feature In
Schleiermacher’s philosophy of religion is the fact that
it is for him the explicitation of a fundamental religious
cxpcricnce.(\ Y

PO VORI IN R PAWRET

. 2 - - g -
e C;ﬂ f’“’""‘ &L o \. L.{ ‘.).J ‘,‘L.;,_H :L<...~.~‘.‘
- - P [ -
- :I < <. ! - < -
— = e >~A_\. _';:/__lev Peaks [yt ;;’\J_u
" < sl cLaldal 2 -
it e e S e 02 SO0 e S
- . ~ - I'd r -
R T A e R e I B s P
z - .
R I bl P e (RIS DL
| < Al 5
)u_,w

¢

B p
ol S~
SR VIR TN AT sa S LNLE e
u»a?a—- - J) —../‘:-— 3 P .«Jvl--’) 4"- L e ).a_ oo Bt)

S I S N K

1«~°,vﬁ~’~‘-“* y‘ Ldes 5 - o [ ] vl
~ -

L v o A S st o oo el L1 s

FL e spie s S e psgie Dol S

- c .
H‘.}"ﬁ“’“’g’ﬁ‘y 1_‘-\_:\,..' V,SAAJ,:_ 3 Al

-~

¢ ¢
gl

A S S R e ‘a)‘,_,:l sl WSl >
(Y)

=S e Lo Ijtju~: ;

S PSSO P D U Y K1
L s bl gl el 5 85 (i
oL Sl s s oS e alst s slae o
Al o STl
1 S r s b D oylys bl s o S
S Jpy mle s I h

} g d-,(,»...af\f'

-*Crw’ﬁf‘f‘;y_‘-w'ﬁ—:ﬁjw. Lo 5o
) . - . .
(2 ot aiils 5 g s lS Lﬁ.;gdaz_‘

4:;...._"),_..}.>Lo )\MLSLALJL.CJA:V:) ‘_)_vL.
3;'1;:51;‘

R R RSN TR VRN

Schleiermacher maintained that the heart of religious
faith lies in the affections and more particularly in a
distinctively religious feeling that he variously termed
(in this and later works) the feeling of absoiute
dependence, the sense and taste of the infinite and the
feeling of the wholc. Irom this basic feeling, he said,
stems the life of religion in both its doctrinal and its

cultic forms. M
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The essence of religion is neither thought nor action

but intuition and feeling. It seeks to intuit the
Universe... And the universe as Schiciermacher uses is

the infinite divine reality. Hence religion is for him

essentially of fundamentally the feeling of dependence
()

of the infinite.
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-The Language of faith is the language of

symbols. ()
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To say that God is being itself is the only univocal
statement that can be made about God. After this has

been said, nothing else can be said about God as God
P L[

which is not symbolic. )
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Symbolic interpretations of religious doctrines have
been common for a long time. The story of Noah and
the Flood has been reguarded by many Christian
thinkers not as account of actual historical occurrences
but rather as a symbolic way of presenting certain
religiously important poins-that God will punish the
vicked but will also, under certain conditions, show

mercy.(w)
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An important element in the thought of Paul
Tillich is his doctrine of the sysmbolic nature of

religious language.(")

el oL ot C?Lf’ :-L;;u-‘ ;ii-’ St )3 ser s
38 0L s hays Wy e e s Olaul oS
LSOl o abed
Tillich holds the religious faith..., can express itself

bnly in symbolic language.(")
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There is, according to Tillich, one and only one
literal, nonsymbolic statement that can be about the
ultimate reality which religion calls God. - God is
Being-Itself. Beyong this, all theological statements...

are symbolic. (¥®)
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6. Interpretation p}esupposes a historically
determined pre-understanding, a horizons; it involves a
"fusion of horizons". The horizons ot the past and of
the present. We cannot be sure that our interpretation
is correct or better than previous interpretations, our

verdict on
(¥%)

interpretation, and  our previous

interpretations is open to future revision.
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7. Interpretation involves presuppositions: to
interpret somthing as a book, I must be familiar with a
world in which books have a place, a world of rooms,

furniture, shelves, readers‘(w)
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8. Crucial to Heidegger’s analysis is the argument
that human beings aready find themselves in a world
made inteligible to them by virtue of what he called
"the forestructure” of understanding, that is, the
assumptions, expectations, and categoriies that we
prereflectively project on experience and that constitute

the "horizon" of any particular act of understanding.
Which is to say, every interpretaion is already
shaped by a set of assumptions and presuppositions
about the whole of experience, Heidegger calls this the
hermeneutical situation. He means that human

existence ithself has a nermeneutical structure that

underlies all our regional interpretations, even those in
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1. Interpretation involves presuppositions.(ﬂ)
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2. The quest for a presuppositionless understanding

is futite. (V)
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3. We cannot be sure that our interpretation is

correct or better than previous interpretations. ()
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4. There is no final and objective imerpretation.(ﬁ)
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5. Gadamer argues, following Heidegger, that
interpretation also assumes a context of intellibility, and
that the presuppositions and assumptions-one might
say prejudices- of the interpreter are precisely what
enable understanding as well as misunderstanding.
Consequently, our own assumptions and beliefs are not
necessarily barriers to understanding but preconditions
of it. The quest for a presuppositioniess understanding
is futile. Every text or object is interpreted from som
standpoint in a tradition that constitutes the horizon
within which anything becomes intelligible. This horizon
is continually modified as it encounters objects, but

there is no final and objective interpretation.(m)
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