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Abstract

After the defeat of the church and the entry of the Western world into Modernity, scientism was
widely promoted. Scientism, which initially began with an emphasis on experience, gradually
changed its nature to the only reliable way to achieve knowledge, and an attempt was made to
use this method to evaluate non-empirical issues. In this paper, which is written in an analyti-
cal-descriptive manner, an attempt has been made to first familiarize ourselves with the concept
of scientism by relying on the works of Westerners themselves, and then to show how the new

atheists use this concept to their advantage and spread their atheistic views on its basis. Final-
ly, an attempt has been made to criticize scientism as the foundation of the new atheism from
various aspects (especially philosophical aspect). The dependence of experience on analogy,
non-self-evidence of experiences, the uncertainty of the contents of experience, the dependence
of experience on the principle of causality (as a non-empirical matter), the meaningfulness of
metaphysical and general propositions (as non-empirical propositions), the limitations of em-

pirical sciences, the problematic nature of empirical sciences in the absence of rational sciences,
and the like, are just some of the criticisms and challenges that scientism, as the foundation of the
new atheism, faces from the perspective of this article.
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