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Abstract

In order to formulate a roadmap for the production of Islamic social science, it is necessary
to approach epistemic policymaking from a religious—philosophical perspective and, on
the basis of the requirements and implications of this approach, to delineate the main lines
and underlying logic of knowledge production. One of the principal sources of this
perspective is Morteza Motahhari. Accordingly, the present article revisits the scattered
elements of his epistemic—policy thought and, through a library-based study with a
theoretical-analytical orientation, seeks to design a preliminary framework for the modes
and trajectories of producing Islamic social science by employing the model of conceptual
dualities, or policy binaries. The conceptual dualities developed in this article-which are
prescriptive conclusion -include: “natural science / social science,” “social theology /
Islamic social science,” “value-neutrality of modern social science / value-ladenness of
modern social science,” “identity-based defense of Islamic social science / epistemic
defense of Islamic social science,” “value-orientation of Islamic social science / realism of
Islamic social science,” “purification of modern social science / establishment of Islamic
social science,” “Islamization of science / Islamization of the scholar and the world,”
“mentality-oriented production / historicity-oriented production,” “gradual production /
leap-based production,” and “indigenous social science / global social science”. These
binaries represent the major debates and tensions surrounding the logic and mechanisms
of producing Islamic social science that have emerged over recent decades and have
divided various epistemic currents. This article articulates Motahhari’s responses to, and
choices among, these competing paths.
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