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Abstract

This study undertakes a comparative and analytical examination of the metaphysical views
of Arthur Schopenhauer and Ayatollah Jawadi Amoli on the issue of gender. Schopenhauer,
influenced by the patriarchal culture and biological determinism of nineteenth-century
Europe, reduces gender to biological roles and regards women as deficient beings. In
contrast, Jawadi Amoli, drawing upon Islamic anthropology and Qur’anic teachings,
emphasizes the intrinsic dignity and spiritual equality of men and women, and understands
human perfection in terms of servitude to God. Employing an analytical-comparative
methodology, this research examines the primary texts of both thinkers and analyzes their
differences within their respective cultural and philosophical contexts. This comparison-
conducted here for the first time-demonstrates the profound impact of philosophical
backgrounds on gender-related perspectives. A key innovation of the study is its critique
of Schopenhauer’s view from the standpoint of Islamic mysticism, particularly through
emphasizing women as manifestations of divine attributes. The findings highlight the
necessity of rethinking traditional concepts of gender and replacing them with approaches
grounded in spiritual equality and gender justice, while also proposing strategies for
promoting gender equality in contemporary societies.
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