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Abstract

Theory of Ibtina (Foundational Dependency) explains how valid, measurable, and
dynamic religious knowledge can be produced through the continuous interac-
tion of the five foundational principles of religion. From the perspective of the
philosophy of religion, it presents a macro-level methodological framework that
differs from traditional models of religious understanding. Its goal is to generate
authentic, efficient, and contemporary religious knowledge capable of addressing
new issues while remaining measurable and scientifically coherent. It represents a
significant development in the methodology of dynamic Ijtihad rather than merely
another interpretive model. This theoretical and library-based study evaluates a
conceptual model for producing human sciences from the Quran using the Ibtina
framework. It focuses on how the alternating interaction of the five principles
creates a process-oriented logic for deriving theories of human sciences from the
Quran. The research seeks to fill a gap in existing scholarship by demonstrating the
possibility of Quran-centered theorization in the human sciences. Through anal-
ysis of epistemic, methodological, and applicative levels of foundational depend-
ency, it proposes conceptual and methodological rules, theorization principles,
systemic regulations, and productive criteria. Ultimately, the study highlights the
capacity and effectiveness of the Ibtina theory as a philosophical framework for
generating human sciences from the Quran.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The issue of producing Islamic human sciences and the methodology for
deriving scientific propositions from revealed sources is among the most signif-
icant contemporary concerns in the fields of religious studies and the human-
ities. With the expansion of secular approaches in the human sciences and the
emergence of perspectives that exclude religion from the production of social
and human knowledge, the need for a coherent model for developing Quran-
based human sciences has become increasingly evident. This study focuses on
the Theory of Ibtina (Foundational Dependency), a contemporary contribution
to the philosophy of religion that explains the mechanism of religious knowl-
edge formation, and seeks to present a conceptual model for the logic of pro-
ducing human sciences from the Holy Quran. The Theory of Ibtina regards re-
ligious knowledge as the outcome of the continuous and alternating interaction
of the five foundational principles (mabadi khamsah) of religion. By providing
a realistic, comprehensive, and systematic framework, the theory facilitates the
production of authentic, effective, and up-to-date religious knowledge. Within
this framework, the Holy Quran is viewed not merely as a sacred text but as an
epistemic source for generating theories in the human sciences. The primary
objective of this research is to demonstrate how the capacities of the Theory
of Ibtina can be utilized to formulate the process of producing human sciences
from the Quran through a three-level model consisting of foundational, method-
ological, and applicative dependency, thereby creating the conditions for deriv-
ing Quran-centered theories of the human sciences.

Methods

This study is fundamental in purpose and theoretical-exploratory in nature.
Data were collected through documentary and library research methods and
analyzed using an analytical-inferential approach within a critical-philosophical
framework. The research design is theory-building research, aimed at develop-
ing and evaluating conceptual schemas that represent the structure and relation-
ships among the elements of a phenomenon. To achieve this objective, the foun-
dations and principles of the Theory of Ibtina were first examined and analyzed.
Subsequently, its capacities for the production of Islamic human sciences were
investigated. The research process consisted of three main stages: (1) analyz-
ing and explicating the Theory of Ibtina and its four foundational principles;
(2) aligning the concepts and components of Islamic human sciences with the
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theoretical framework of Ibtina; and (3) designing a conceptual model for the
logic of producing human sciences from the Quran. During this process, the
epistemological, ontological, anthropological, axiological, methodological, and
sociological foundations of Quranic human sciences were identified, and their
relationships with the principles, regulations, and evaluative criteria of religious
knowledge production were clarified.

Results

The findings indicate that the Theory of Ibtina possesses considerable poten-
tial for explaining the logic of producing human sciences from the Quran. By
emphasizing epistemological foundations and revelatory values, the theory en-
ables the development of human knowledge independent of secular paradigms.
According to the findings, the conceptual model of producing human sciences
from the Quran can be explained at three levels. The first level, Foundational
Dependency, encompasses the epistemological, ontological, anthropological,
axiological, and sociological foundations derived from the Quran. At this lev-
el, the Quran serves as an authoritative source of knowledge and introduces
monotheistic worldview, human dignity, justice, innate human nature (fitrah),
free will, and divine laws (sunan ilahiyyah) as the fundamental principles of the
human sciences.

The second level, Methodological Dependency, concerns the methodology
of producing human sciences from the Quran. This level emphasizes thematic
interpretation of the Quran, epistemic ijtihad, systemic analysis of Quranic vers-
es, intertextual approaches, Quranic discourse analysis, and the simultaneous
use of reason, revelation, and experience. The findings demonstrate that the pro-
duction of Quranic human sciences requires moving beyond one-dimensional
approaches and adopting integrated, systemic, and network-based methods of
Quranic understanding. The third level, Applicative Dependency, focuses on the
application of Quranic human sciences in various disciplines, including psy-
chology, sociology, economics, management, and political science. At this level,
the theories produced must possess the capacity to address real human and social
problems. The study further revealed that the rules governing the production of
Quranic human sciences can be classified into four categories: conceptual rules,
methodological rules, theory-building rules, and applicative rules. In addition,
criteria such as internal coherence, connection to revelation, conceptual compre-
hensiveness, testability, explanatory power, and social effectiveness were identi-
fied as standards for evaluating and validating Quranic human sciences.



Hadi Afkham Rezaei & Ali Akbar Rashad I’—

Conclusion

The findings suggest that the Theory of Ibtina can serve as a comprehensive
theoretical framework for producing human sciences from the Quran. Its most
significant advantage lies in establishing an integrated relationship among foun-
dations, methodology, and application—an aspect often neglected in previous
approaches. By providing a systematic mechanism for the interaction of reve-
lation, reason, and experience, the theory creates the possibility of generating
human-science theories grounded in an Islamic worldview and thereby contrib-
utes to the formation of an independent paradigm in Islamic human sciences.
According to this model, the Holy Quran is not only a source for extracting
ethical and value-based teachings but also a foundation for theory construction
and knowledge production in various fields of the human sciences. Consequent-
ly, the study demonstrates that the realization of Quran-based human sciences
requires an ijtihad-based, systematic, and interdisciplinary approach. The results
of this research may provide a foundation for further theoretical and applied
studies in the Islamization of human sciences, the design of new educational and
research models, and the development of indigenous theories suited to the needs
of Muslim societies.
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