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Abstract

Social Tawhid (Social Monotheism), as a sociological reinterpretation of the prin-
ciple of Monotheism, is a conceptual framework advanced by Muslim intellec-
tuals in recent decades aimed at societal reform and the displacement of Taghut
(tyrannical/idolatrous) regimes. The most prominent articulation of this concept
has been provided by Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei. While the various func-
tions of a social reading of Tawhid have been explored in previous literature, the
ontological dimensions of culture remain an underexplored domain. This article
addresses this research lacuna through an analytical-ijtihadi approach, relying on
documentary evidence. The findings indicate that the three intrinsic dimensions of
culture undergo a fundamental reorganization under the social reading of Tawhid.
In the dimension of insight (binish), Social Tawhid facilitates the elevation of
collective faith, the purification of public perception from non-monotheistic ideol-
ogies, and the critique of cultures rooted in polytheistic worldviews. At the level
of inclination (gerayesh), it strengthens motivations and fosters social cohesion
around the axis of Tawhid by negating non-monotheistic values and facilitating
the production and internalization of new, monotheistic value systems. Regard-
ing action (konesh), Social Tawhid deepens monotheistic behaviors, emphasizes
the responsibility of monotheists in managing worldly affairs, and provides the
framework for manifesting Tawhid within social systems and interactions with
non-monotheistic societies. Furthermore, Social Tawhid significantly influences
the manifestations and contexts of culture: by rejecting polytheistic customs, it
promotes their transcendence and reinforces the concept of negating servitude
(ubudiyyah) to anything other than God. In the realm of art and symbolism, it is
expected to provide depth, substantive content, and the determination of permissi-
ble conceptual boundaries.
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Introduction

The concept of “Social Tawhid” (Social Monotheism) first emerged in
the works of contemporary Arab and Iranian reformers—most notably Imam
Khomeini—in the years preceding the Islamic Revolution. Motivated by the
necessity to counter the Pharaonic hegemony of colonial powers and to struggle
against oppressive and arrogant regimes, it was introduced as the foundational
ideology of the Islamic movement. This concept was further expanded by the
contemporary sage, Ayatollah Khamenei, particularly in his works The Spirit of
Tawhid: The Negation of Servitude to Other Than God and General Outline of
Islamic Thought in the Quran, as well as by other Muslim thinkers such as Mar-
tyr Motahhari, based on the dichotomy of “Allah vs. the Negation of Taghut”
(the idols/tyrants).

Furthermore, culture is an inherently social phenomenon; culture cannot ex-
ist without society, nor can a society be conceived without culture. Culture is a
phenomenon that takes shape, is preserved, transmitted, and transformed within
the context of human interactions. Therefore, given that Social Tawhid is defined
as the extension and manifestation of the principle of Tawhid within the realm
of collective and social relations—possessing the potential to provide a novel
framework for analyzing and guiding cultural transformations—this study ad-
dresses the question: What impact does a social reading of Tawhid have on the
dimensions of culture, and how are these dimensions reorganized following this
influence?

Methodology

This research is qualitative, utilizing a library-based (documentary) meth-
odology. The data analysis is based on rational and argumentative analysis, em-
ploying an analytical-deductive approach. In its methodology, the study relies
significantly on inference and /[jtihad (reasoned interpretation) grounded in evi-
dence and an analytical orientation.

Results

A social reading of Tawhid, by organizing and structuring the intersubjective
and social meaning systems across various levels, dimensions, and both micro
and macro structures of society, reorganizes the three dimensions of culture and
imparts a new order upon them. In the dimension of Insight (Binish), Social
Tawhid leads to the formation of a monotheistic worldview regarding humani-
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ty and society. In the dimension of Inclination (Gerayesh), it directs individual
and collective values and motivations toward justice, social responsibility, and
spirituality, centered upon Allah. Finally, in the dimension of Action (Konesh),
it guides the pattern of social behavior from fragmentation and conflict toward
divine cultural convergence and cohesion.

Conclusion

Social Tawhid, as a holistic paradigm, provides an appropriate theoretical
framework for analyzing and explaining cultural developments in Islamic so-
ciety. By bridging theological foundations with social and cultural structures,
this concept facilitates the reorganization of the cultural system based on unity,
justice, and divine meaning. This implies that the three dimensions of culture—
rather than being shaped or interpreted based on mere interests, factional inclina-
tions, political prejudices, or rootless historical traditions—are grounded in the
teachings of Tawhid. This reconstruction is a gradual, layered process executed
through the refinement of insights (the correct exposition of Tawhid), the purifi-
cation of inclinations (fostering attachment to divine values), and the guidance
of actions (acting within the framework of divine laws and values).
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