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Abstract

The reality of faith has long been a subject of debate among theologians, with
various opinions proposed regarding its relationship with action and the role ac-
tion plays within faith. This study re-examines the reality and definition of faith
through the lens of the philosophy of action (also known as action theory), which
investigates the nature of human action, agency, will, and the connection between
mental states and physical movements. Given that religious action is the outcome
of religious faith, we philosophically analyzed the principles of action and hu-
man will in Mulla Sadra’s works. This philosophical re-reading reveals a profound
connection among knowledge, action, and faith. We demonstrate that knowledge
(ma’rifat) serves as the foundational prerequisite for realizing faith, while action
acts as its necessary consequence. Most importantly, we identify intensified desire
(shawq mu’akkad) as the very essence of faith. Finally, we compare this re-exam-
ined definition with Mulla Sadra’s original formulations in his texts. The findings
show that analyzing faith through his philosophy of action not only clarifies the
deeper dimensions of faith but also aligns seamlessly with his broader metaphys-
ical framework.

Keywords
Faith, Will, Mulla Sadra, Desire (Shawq), Knowledge (Ma’rifat).

® @ Copyright © 2024 The Author(s);
This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (CC-By-NC:

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode.en),
which permits use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited and is
not used for commercial purposes.



Javad Ghadiri Haji Abadi & Hassan Moradi I’—

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study investigates the nature and essence of faith through the philo-
sophical framework of Mulla Sadra’s philosophy of action. The concept of faith
has long been debated among theologians, particularly regarding its relationship
with human action and the extent to which action is considered part of faith.
While classical theological discussions often focus on the epistemic or doctrinal
dimensions of faith, this research adopts a novel approach by grounding the
analysis of faith in Sadrian action theory. As stated in the article, “Philosophy of
action... examines the nature of human action and addresses questions concern-
ing the agent, will, and the relation between mental states and physical move-
ments.” This perspective allows for a deeper exploration of how faith operates
within the human psyche and how it becomes manifest in voluntary action.

In Islamic intellectual history, Mulla Sadra provides one of the most sophis-
ticated accounts of human agency, will, and the metaphysical foundations of
action. Although he does not explicitly use the term “philosophy of action,” his
discussions on the soul, its faculties, intentionality, and the emergence of voli-
tion constitute a rich theoretical foundation for analyzing human behavior. This
study builds upon these foundations to re-examine the essence of faith, arguing
that faith is not merely cognitive assent but is rooted in intensified desire (shawq
mu’akkad), which serves as the true engine of human action.

Methods

The research employs a philosophical-analytical method, focusing on textual
analysis of Mulla Sadra’s works, including al-Asfar al-Arba‘a, Tafsir al-Qur’an
al-Karim, Mafatih al-Ghayb, and al-Hikma al-Muta‘aliya. The method consists
of three main steps:

1. Conceptual Analysis of Action Theory: The study first reconstructs Sa-
dra’s theory of action by analyzing the hierarchical structure of human faculties
perception, cognition, desire, will, and bodily execution. The article explicitly
states: “The principles of human will consist of conception, assent, desire, and
intensified desire, which ultimately give rise to volition.”

2. Philosophical Reconstruction of Faith: Using the above framework, the
research reinterprets faith not as mere knowledge or assent but as a psycholog-
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ical and existential state rooted in desire. This reconstruction is compared with
classical theological definitions and modern scholarly interpretations.

3. Comparative Textual Study: The study compares its findings with Sad-
ra’s explicit definitions of faith in his exegetical and philosophical works, identi-
fying points of convergence and divergence between his textual definitions and
the reconstructed model based on action theory.

Results

The analysis reveals several key findings:

1. Faith is grounded in intensified desire (shawq mu’akkad).

While knowledge (ma‘rifa) provides the cognitive foundation for faith, it is
insufficient to generate action. Human behavior, according to Sadra, emerges
only when desire becomes intensified and dominant over competing desires.
Thus, faith must be understood as a form of strong, overriding desire toward its
object—God, divine truth, or religious commitment.

2. Knowledge plays a preparatory but not constitutive role.

The study shows that cognitive elements—conception and assent—are nec-
essary but not sufficient for faith. They prepare the ground for desire, but the
essence of faith lies in the affective and motivational dimension. This explains
why individuals may possess religious knowledge yet fail to act upon it.

3. Action is a necessary consequence of faith, not part of its essence.

Sadra’s action theory clarifies the relationship between faith and action: ac-
tion follows from will, and will follows from intensified desire. Therefore, ac-
tion is a logical and existential outcome of faith, but not part of its definition.
This resolves classical theological debates about whether action is included in
the essence of faith.

4. The study addresses the emotional deficiency in Sadra’s definition.

Previous scholarship has criticized Sadra for neglecting the emotional di-
mension of faith. By grounding faith in desire, this research demonstrates that
Sadra’s metaphysical system inherently accommodates emotional and motiva-
tional elements, even if his explicit definitions emphasize cognition.

5. Faith is multidimensional and admits degrees.

Because desire admits intensity and gradation, faith becomes a graded exis-
tential reality. Weak desire produces weak faith; strong desire produces trans-
formative faith that shapes behavior and moral character.

Conclusion

This study offers a novel reinterpretation of the essence of faith in Mulla
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Sadra’s philosophy by integrating his theory of action with his metaphysical
anthropology. The findings demonstrate that:

»  Faith is fundamentally intensified desire, not mere cognitive assent.

*  Knowledge serves as a precondition, while action is a necessary conse-
quence of faith.

*  The emotional and motivational dimensions of faith—often overlooked
in Sadrian scholarship—are central to its reality.

*  This reinterpretation aligns with Sadra’s broader metaphysical system,
even though his explicit definitions emphasize cognition.

*  Understanding faith as shawq mu’akkad provides a coherent explana-
tion for the transformative power of faith in shaping human behavior and moral
development.

This re-reading not only enriches Sadrian studies but also contributes to con-
temporary discussions on the psychology of religious commitment, the nature of
belief, and the interplay between cognition and emotion in moral action.
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