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Abstract

The argument from religious experience is one of the arguments for the existence
of God that has garnered the attention of theologians, particularly in the West.
The foundation of this argument lies in immediate awareness and direct encounter
with a supramaterial (transcendent) being—or manifestations thereof. The cen-
tral question is whether these experiences—even when reported recurrently by
diverse peoples, nations, and followers of various religions—possess the capacity
to establish the existence of a God who bears the attributes associated with the
Abrahamic faiths. The present study examines this topic using a descriptive-ana-
lytical method and library-based research. Based on the findings of this research,
it is important to note that—just as many arguments for the existence of God (such
as those based on order, innate nature, causality, etc.) operate within their own
specific scopes, meaning one cannot establish many of God’s attributes merely by
relying on a single argument—the same principle applies here. For instance, the
argument from design might not suffice to prove the eternality (past and future)
of the Designer; yet, no one has discarded the argument for that reason. Similarly,
by aggregating and identifying commonalities among the religious experiences
of various individuals, one may be able to establish not only the existence of a
transcendent reality but also certain of its attributes—such as mercy, knowledge
and awareness, all-encompassing presence regarding creation, life, wisdom, and
power. However, establishing these very attributes in an absolute sense (Omnisci-
ent, Omnipotent, etc.) through this argument appears unlikely.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the tradition of philosophy of religion, the issue of proving the existence
and attributes of God has always been a fundamental and challenging issue.
Thinkers and philosophers throughout history have tried to explain and prove
this issue by presenting various proofs and arguments. One of these proofs that
has received special attention in recent decades is the proof of religious experi-
ence.The proof of religious experience is one of the most important philosoph-
ical arguments for proving the existence of God in the Western philosophical
tradition. This proof is based on the religious experiences of individuals and
believes that these experiences can be used as evidence for the existence of God.
Keith Yandel, by expanding the principle of empirical evidence, has presented
an argument that is based on four conditions. He believes that religious experi-
ences must be falsifiable in order to be considered valid evidence.(Chagmaghi
and Mohammad Rezaei, 2019: 38) With this approach, Yandel has tried to pres-
ent religious experience as an empirical phenomenon that can be examined and
verified. Of course, criticisms such as neuroscientific criticism or criticisms by
David Hume and others have been made of this argument, and this article ex-
amines each criticism in detail with its response. Finally, this article answers the
main question of what use is the argument of religious experience in proving
divine attributes?

Methodology

This research is descriptive-analytical in nature and employs a library-based,
documentary methodological approach. To achieve the research objectives and
elucidate the various dimensions of the subject, data collection was initially con-
ducted through an in-depth, systematic analysis of high-level documents, spe-
cialized texts, scholarly articles from reputable databases, and primary sources.
Subsequently, qualitative content analysis techniques were used to scrutinize,
categorize, and comparatively analyze the gathered data, thereby establishing a
coherent framework—derived through an inferential approach—to address the
research questions.This approach entails validating the findings by aligning the-
oretical perspectives with evidence found in the existing literature.

Discussion & Results

According to the findings of this study, it should be noted that, just as many
of the arguments for proving the existence of God (such as order, nature, causali-
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ty, etc.) have their own specific scope and territory, and it is not possible to prove
many of His attributes in addition to the existence of the transcendental (which
we call God) by simply citing one argument, the same is true here. That is, for
example, the argument for order may not be able to prove the eternality of the
regulator. But no one has abandoned this argument for this reason. Therefore,
here too, perhaps, by putting together the religious experiences of difterent indi-
viduals and sharing with them, in addition to proving the principle of the exist-
ence of the transcendental, some of His attributes such as mercy, knowledge and
awareness, and encompassing creatures, life, wisdom, power, etc., can also be
proven. However, proving these attributes in an absolute manner (omniscience,
omnipotence, etc.) by this argument seems unlikely.

Conclusion

Finally, it should be emphasized that the purpose of the argument from reli-
gious experience is not to prove the existence and attributes of God objectively
and independently. Rather, the main purpose of this argument is to strengthen
faith and deepen human knowledge of God. Religious experience can help hu-
mans to establish a relationship with God and, through this relationship, achieve
a better understanding of the divine attributes and perfections. Some Muslim
thinkers believe that religious experience can act as a “key” to enter the world of
meaning and to recognize religious truths. In other words, religious experience
can help humans to transcend the superficial and imitative level of religion and
reach its depth and innermost being. These thinkers emphasize that religious
experience should not be considered as a substitute for reason and revelation, but
should be used as a complement and reinforcement for them.Finally, it should be
noted that the argument from religious experience is one of the most important
and widely used arguments in the philosophy of religion. This argument, relying
on the religious experiences and feelings of individuals, attempts to prove the
existence and attributes of God. Despite its challenges and limitations, this ar-
gument can be effective in strengthening faith and deepening human knowledge
of God. However, in order to use this argument, one must pay attention to its
foundations, assumptions, and challenges, and refrain from generalizing it to all
individuals and all circumstances
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