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Abstract

Divine laws, as fixed and unchangeable laws governing the system of creation
and communities, are one of the fundamental axes in explaining socio-historical
developments from the perspective of the Holy Quran.

Over the past decades, Ayatollah Khamenei has repeatedly explained and adapted
these laws to the situation of the Islamic Revolution, the Resistance Front, and
Muslim societies.

The present study, employing thematic analysis and referring to the collection of
the Supreme Leader’s statements on his information database, seeks to extract and
systematize the categories of divine laws from his perspective.

The findings indicate that, firstly, the Supreme Leader’s statements clearly cover
three categories of laws: conditional laws (especially the law of divine assistance
(Nasr), the law of substitution (Khalaf), and the law of destruction (Tadmir)), ab-
solute non-competitive laws (such as general aid and trial), and absolute compet-
itive laws.

Secondly, among these, the law of divine assistance (Nasr), with over 60% of ref-
erences, has the highest application in terms of Quranic argumentation, conditions,
and instances of this law. Relying on verses such as “If you help God, He will help
you” and “God will surely help those who help Him”, the Supreme Leader intro-
duces it as a definitive and infallible divine law for resistant societies.

Thirdly, other laws — whether conditional like the law of divine accompaniment
(Ma‘iyyah) or substitution (Khalaf), or absolute laws of both types — have been
analyzed in line with and with a view to the law of divine assistance.
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Divine laws, Ayatollah Khamenei, tradition of victory, conditional tradition, suc-
cession of the righteous, resistance.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Divine laws (sunan) are among the key Quranic concepts referring to the
fixed and immutable rules governing creation and human societies. Rather than
being abstract ideas, these laws are objective and empirically traceable through-
out history. In the contemporary era, Ayatollah Khamenei has extensively elab-
orated on these laws, applying them to the Islamic Revolution, the Sacred De-
fence, the Resistance Front, and the Islamic Awakening. This study seeks to
identify and systematize the categories of divine laws from his perspective by
analyzing his statements published on his official database (farsi.khamenei.ir).
The main research question is: based on Ayatollah Khamenei’s statements, into
which categories can divine laws be divided, and which category is most fre-
quently used in his analysis of current issues? The hypothesis is that three cat-
egories can be inferred—absolute non-competitive, absolute competitive, and
conditional—with the conditional law of divine assistance (Nasr) being the most
frequent. The research is descriptive-analytical in method and applied-theoret-
ical in purpose, using purposive sampling of statements explicitly addressing
divine laws up to the year 1402 (2023-24).

Methods

This study employs thematic analysis. All statements containing the key-
word “divine law” (sunnat-e elahi) were retrieved from the official Persian data-
base of Ayatollah Khamenei’s office. The corpus includes speeches, messages,
and meetings from 1368 to 1402 (1989-2024). A purposive sample was selected
from texts that explicitly define, categorize, or apply divine laws to historical or
contemporary events. Data analysis followed a three-step coding process: open
coding, axial coding, and selective coding, leading to the extraction of three
main categories of divine laws. Frequency and contextual distribution of the
references were also quantified.

Results

The findings show that Ayatollah Khamenei clearly distinguishes three cate-
gories of divine laws:

Conditional divine laws in the statements of Ayatollah Khamenei are those
rules whose realization depends on human action and will, and they are among
the most significant divine laws for human societies. Among the most promi-
nent of these is the Law of Nasr (Divine Assistance), which, with over 60% of
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references, constitutes the most central concept in the Leader’s analyses. Based
on key Quranic verses such as “If you help God, He will help you” (Quran 47:7)
and “God will surely help those who help Him” (Quran 22:40), he considers
divine help conditional upon faith, perseverance, and jihad. Alongside this, the
Law of Divine Accompaniment (Ma’iyyah) ensures God’s special presence and
care in times of hardship; the Law of Special Guidance which is granted to
the faithful through jihad; the Law of the Descent of Blessings and Increase of
Favours which flows through faith, piety, and gratitude; and the Law of Khalaf
(Substitution) which grants a better return in exchange for financial and spiritual
sacrifice—these are among the other conditional laws that each find meaning in
the realization of the Law of Nasr. All of them indicate the coherence and har-
mony of divine laws in the system of governance over human societies.

Absolute non-competitive laws (sunan-e motlag-e reqabat-napazir): These
occur independently of human will, such as general guidance, general aid (em-
dad), and trial (ebtela). They form the backdrop for the conditional laws.

Absolute competitive laws (sunan-e motlag-e reqabat-pazir): These are cer-
tain to occur but their speed, quality, and extent depend on human action—ex-
amples include the succession of the righteous (estekhlaf-e salehan) and social
transformation (tahavvol).

The study also shows that other conditional laws, such as divine accompa-
niment (ma‘iyyat) and substitution (khalaf), are explained in relation to the law
of Nasr. The leader uses at least 14 distinct Quranic verses to support the law
of Nasr and its conditions. The most frequently cited conditions for receiving
divine aid are: aiding God’s religion, jihad and steadfastness, insight, sincer-
ity, piety, and gratitude. The leader applies these laws to numerous historical
and contemporary instances: the Islamic Revolution, the Iran—Iraq War, the 19
Dey uprising in Qom, the liberation of Khorramshahr, the 33day war against
Hezbollah, the 22day and 8day wars in Gaza, the fall of Mubarak in Egypt, and
the resistance of the people of Gaza in 2023. The chronological distribution of
references to key verses (e.g., 47:7 and 22:40) shows a marked increase during
critical periods of external pressure, indicating their strategic importance for sus-
taining hope and mobilisation.

Conclusion

Ayatollah Khamenei’s statements present divine laws not as abstract theo-
logical concepts but as operative, testable principles for analysing social and
historical change. The frequent and contextual use of the law of Nasr reveals its
central role in his thought, particularly in motivating resistance against global
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arrogance. Other divine laws are consistently interpreted through the lens of
Nasr, showing that the leader prioritises the promise of divine aid to strengthen
the morale of the Islamic Ummah. This study provides a robust framework for
future research on the theology of resistance and the philosophy of Islamic histo-
ry. The threefold typology—conditional, absolute noncompetitive, and absolute
competitive—offers a comprehensive tool for understanding how divine laws
function in the practical arena of socio-political struggles.
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