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Abstract

Seyyed Kamal Haydari’s theory of “permissibility of adherence to all divine and
human religions” seeks to legitimize religious pluralism within Islam, drawing on
contemporary Western epistemology and Quranic evidence. However, due to its
clear conflict with Islamic scriptural texts and epistemological foundations, this
theory offers a revisionist interpretation of modern theological issues that demands
serious scrutiny.

This study aims to analyze and critique the Quranic evidence supporting this the-
ory, evaluating whether the cited verses actually substantiate the claim that all
religions are equally valid for adherence.

Eight verses cited by Haydari—gathered from his written works and oral sessions
(personal website and teaching meetings)—were examined using qualitative con-
tent analysis and interpretive methods. Each verse was critically assessed at two
levels—"understanding the verse” and “relevance to the claim”—by referring to
authoritative Sunni and Shia commentaries and principles of exegesis.

The findings reveal that the eight cited verses, due to fragmented interpretation
divorced from context, neglect of the occasions of revelation, and confusion be-
tween the levels of proof and ontological reality, do not support the theory’s claim.
Furthermore, the epistemological basis of this theory—namely, the impossibility
of ascertaining objective truth—stands in direct contradiction to the Quran’s guid-
ing purpose and the possibility of knowing truth within Islam’s epistemological
framework.

Keywords
Sayyid Kamal al-Haydari, permissibility of devotion, authority of proof, ex-
clusivism, impossibility of ascertaining reality.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Seyyed Kamal Haydari’s theory of “permissibility of adherence to all di-
vine and human religions” seeks to legitimize religious pluralism within Islam,
drawing on contemporary Western epistemology and Quranic evidence. How-
ever, due to its clear conflict with Islamic scriptural texts and epistemological
foundations, this theory offers a revisionist interpretation of modern theological
issues that demands serious scrutiny. This study aims to analyze and critique the
Quranic evidence supporting this theory, evaluating whether the cited verses
actually substantiate the claim that all religions are equally valid for adherence.

Methods

Eight verses cited by Haydari—gathered from his written works and oral ses-
sions (personal website and teaching meetings)—were examined using qualita-
tive content analysis and interpretive methods. Each verse was critically assessed
at two levels—"understanding the verse” and “relevance to the claim”—by re-
ferring to authoritative Sunni and Shia commentaries and principles of exegesis.

Results

The findings reveal that the eight cited verses, due to fragmented interpreta-
tion divorced from context, neglect of the occasions of revelation, and confusion
between the levels of proof and ontological reality, do not support the theory’s
claim. More precisely, these verses either pertain to the divine tradition of guid-
ing various nations, or refer to religious leniency in certain non-fundamental
rulings; however, none of them indicate the “equal truthfulness” or “perpetual
permissibility of adherence” to all religions. Furthermore, the epistemological
basis of this theory—namely, the impossibility of ascertaining objective truth
and epistemological relativism—stands in direct contradiction to the Quran’s
guiding purpose and the possibility of knowing truth within Islam’s epistemo-
logical framework, and is fundamentally incompatible with the ultimate purpose
of the prophetic mission.

Conclusion

Based on the analysis conducted, it can be concluded that the theory of per-
missibility of adherence to all religions lacks solid Quranic support, and the
evidence presented is based on expansive and unwarranted interpretations of the
verses. What is presented in this theory as religious pluralism is in fundamental

Vol.31/No.121 / Autumn 2026 |

A Quarterly Journal on Philosophy of Religion |

\ 4



Vol.31/No.121 / Autumn 20261

A Quarterly Journal on Philosophy of Religionl

©

—‘| An Examination and Critique of the Verses Cited by the Theory of the Permissibility of

conflict with the definitive Quranic principles regarding the exclusivity of the
path of guidance in Islam and the necessity of faith in the Seal of the Prophets
(PBUH). This theory appears to have been shaped more by the epistemological
challenges of the modern era and the attempt to resolve the crisis of pluralism
through a selective approach to the verses, rather than originating from an au-
thentic understanding of the Quran.
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