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Abstract

In this article, we aim to examine the manifestation, rationale, method, and verifi-
cation of divine revelation from the perspective of Swinburne, as well as the cri-
tiques presented by modern atheism. In addition to explaining the important func-
tions of revelation such as the idea that any testimony indicating that a message
has been sent by God to human beings makes the assumption of His existence far
more probable and neutralizes arguments against the existence of God—we also
discuss the necessity of verbal revelation for humankind. Swinburne believes in
verbal divine revelation and considers God’s self-manifestation to humans merely
in the form of divine action to be ineffective.

Furthermore, we investigate how the divine origin of revelation can be authenti-
cated, and through this inquiry we come to recognize the necessity of miracles. In
the discussion on miracles, we analyze whether a miracle merely serves to prove
the truthfulness of a prophet’s claim or whether it also demonstrates the existence
of God.

On the other hand, modern atheism represented by figures such as Richard Dawkins
claims that revealed scripture is false. Sam Harris also raises objections such as
the purely human nature of sacred texts and the claim that even the interpretation
of these texts cannot rescue them from criticism and contradiction. However, ac-
cording to James Taylor, modern atheists have a mistaken understanding of the
conditions required for a book to qualify as divinely inspired.

This article is organized based on Swinburne’s views and his responses to modern
atheism, with the aim of proving the necessity of revelation and humanity’s need
for divine speech.
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Extend Abstract

Introduction

The Abrahamic religions (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam) share the foun-
dational belief that God is an omnipotent, omniscient, and perfectly good Being
who manifested His perfection through the creation of the universe. However,
their core commonality lies primarily in the necessity of God revealing Him-
self to humanity; for a perfect Creator who remains completely hidden from
His servants cannot be worshipped or served. Regarding the mechanism of this
manifestation, two primary views exist: first, God revealing Himself through
His generous actions in the world; and second, revealing Himself and His acts
by speaking in the form of propositional truths. A section of modern Christian
theology (such as the view of Gerald O’Collins) reduces revelation merely to
an immediate encounter and personal self-manifestation of the Trinitarian God,
marginalizing its propositional aspects. In contrast, Richard Swinburne and cer-
tain other philosophers of religion emphasize “verbal and propositional revela-
tion”.

The central question of this research is: if Abrahamic religions claim that
“God has spoken to humanity,” on what grounds can verbal revelation be con-
sidered necessary? How can such revelation be delivered within a specific lan-
guage and culture while remaining informative for all humankind? By what cri-
teria can its divine origin be validated? Finally, how successful is Swinburne’s
framework in responding to common critiques from modern atheism (particular-
ly Richard Dawkins, Sam Harris, and Christopher Hitchens)? Literature shows
that while substantial research exists on Swinburne’s general defense of theism
or propositional revelation, this article holds a unique place by simultaneously
examining these views against specific critiques of modern atheism and provid-
ing an evaluation of their adequacy.

Methods

This analytical-critical study evaluates Swinburne’s framework on revela-
tion against modern atheist critiques, assessing its overall effectiveness and lim-
itations.

Results

The findings of this research are categorized under three main axes:
1. The Rationale of Revelation (The “Why”’): Swinburne demonstrates that
God’s manifestation merely through divine action would be ineffective with-
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out verbal disclosure; revelation possesses an epistemic dimension, and merely
showing an object without propositional clarification fails to impart knowledge.
The necessity of verbal revelation stems from the fact that natural theology and
rational arguments are neither demonstratively certain nor universal, are often
inaccessible to ordinary people, and human reason remains vulnerable to neglect
or rationalization. Verbal revelation renders God’s existence significantly more
probable and neutralizes arguments against God (such as the problem of evil) by
clarifying the reasons behind human suffering. Furthermore, revelation is essen-
tial for identifying moral good and evil, and for motivating humanity toward the
good while warning against evil (through the promises of heaven and warnings
of hell aimed at the gradual perfection of the soul).

2. The Mechanism of Revelation (The “How”): Revelation should not be
permanently inscribed upon the sky, as that would eliminate doubt, testing, free
choice, and the spiritual effort required for human perfection. Conversely, to be
accessible and meaningful to all cultures and eras, divine revelation is delivered
within the cultural and linguistic framework of a specific period, while provid-
ing the resources for reinterpretation over time. Objections from Sam Harris
and Dawkins (such as the absence of modern scientific data or the presence of
historical laws like slavery) stem from two false assumptions: (a) that scriptural
interpretation must always be strictly literal, and (b) that historical context must
be ignored. James Taylor and Swinburne explain that metaphor and adaptation
to the initial audience are necessary for guidance, and sacred texts should not be
expected to serve as scientific manuals. Nevertheless, to prevent misinterpreta-
tion, an infallible authority, consensus, or a coherent and uncorrupted text (such
as the Quran) is vital to ensure access to the correct interpretation.

3. Validation of Revelation: To distinguish divine speech from human claims,
beyond internal coherence and alignment with divine attributes (truthfulness,
fidelity, and benevolence), a “divine signature” is required. This signature is a
“miracle”—a temporary suspension of natural laws by the Creator of nature—
which testifies to the prophet’s true commission. Although Humean critiques
question the reliability of historical testimony regarding miracles, within a prob-
ability-based framework that assumes an initial prior probability for theism, his-
torical testimony for miracles becomes rationally acceptable.

Conclusion

This study concludes that Swinburne’s model of verbal and propositional
revelation provides a robust framework for defending the rationality of Abra-
hamic faiths. The responses formulated within this framework against mod-
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ern atheism are largely successful, particularly where critiques by Harris and
Dawkins rely on flawed assumptions about the nature of revelation and scripture
(such as demanding absolute literal transparency or scientific coverage). Swin-
burne effectively demonstrates that embedding revelation within human culture
is essential for communication and for preserving free will.

However, Swinburne’s framework requires two essential completions to
conclusively address modern atheist challenges:

1. Regarding Validation and Miracles: To decisively refute Humean ob-
jections to testimony, Swinburne’s probabilistic analysis must be integrated with
rigorous historical methodology and source criticism.

2. Regarding Moral Objections: To answer moral critiques (e.g., histor-
ical penal codes or slavery), a clear hermeneutical distinction must be drawn
between “fundamental moral principles” (such as justice and compassion) and
“their historical applications”.

Finally, the study highlights that the Quran—due to its direct revelation to
the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and its proven preservation from corruption
and internal contradiction—minimizes the need for external interpretive recon-
ciliation compared to Judeo-Christian scriptures, serving as an exceptional ex-
emplar of authentic divine discourse.
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