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Abstract

The present article seeks to reread the extent of the “reason of wisdom” on Leg-
islative Guidance. It appears that Shia thinkers have acted selectively in proving
religious beliefs through divine wisdom and based on their religious presupposi-
tions. They prove the necessity of matters such as revelation, prophecy, Imamate,
and the infallibility of the Prophet and the Imam by referring to God’s absolute
wisdom, but they do not consider other matters such as the infallibility of jurists,
judges, governors, and military commanders as essentials of wisdom. Isn’t the
absence of the Prophet and the Infallible Imam in different times and places, es-
pecially the absence of the Infallible Imam during 14 centuries, a violation of the
argument for the necessity of the existence of the Prophet and the Infallible Imam
through divine wisdom? The present article by presenting a new reading of the
“Reason of Wisdom” leads us to the conclusion that First of all, the reason of wis-
dom can only prove Legislative Guidance as necessary, and secondly, due to the
lack of respect of man for all the factors and obstacles of the creation system, this
reason alone does not have the authority to prove the actuality and determine the
time and place of the realization of all examples of divine wisdom outside. Clari-
fying the meaning of the verses indicating the presence of prophets in all times and
places, , are other achievements of this writing.

Keywords
Divine Wisdom, Legislative Guidance, Argument of Wisdom, Potentiality, Taza-
hum (Conflict), System of Best (Nizam al-Ahsan).
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The “Argument of Wisdom "serves as a cornerstone in theological discourse,
particularly within the Imami tradition, for proving the necessity of Divine ac-
tions such as the revelation of scripture, the sending of prophets, and the es-
tablishment of the Imamate. However, a significant challenge arises regarding
the selectivity of this argument. Critics, notably Fakhr Razi, have questioned
why scholars apply the wisdom argument to prove the necessity of a Prophet
or Imam, while failing to apply it to other potentially analogous cases, such as
the infallibility of judges, governors, or military commanders. Furthermore, the
absence of an infallible Prophet or Imam in various historical contexts—particu-
larly the 14-century occultation of the Twelfth Imam—raises an epistemological
problem: does the non-realization of these “manifestations of wisdom” in the
external world negate the validity of the wisdom argument itself? This article
seeks to address these challenges by providing a new reading of the “Argument
of Wisdom.” The central thesis posits that the wisdom argument, as applied to
legislative guidance, functions essentially as an argument of “potentiality ."It
asserts that Divine wisdom necessitates the need for guidance, but the actual-
ization of specific instances of this guidance in the material world is subject to
the constraints of the “Best Possible System "and the inherent limitations and
“conflicts” (tazahum) of the material realm.

Methods

This research adopts an analytical and deductive methodology, grounded in
both rational and transmitted (naqli) data. The approach involves, first, a con-
ceptual definition of Divine Wisdom as an active attribute derived from the Di-
vine love for His Essence and its necessary effects (the best possible system).
Second, the article employs a critical-analytical strategy to distinguish between
the “Potentiality of Wisdom "and the “Actuality of Wisdom "within the external
world. By applying this distinction, the study re-evaluates the role of material
conflicts (tazahum) in determining the scope of Divine acts, and finally, it re-in-
terprets scriptural evidence—specifically Quranic verses often cited to support
the absolute presence of Prophets in all times and places—to demonstrate their
compatibility with the proposed framework.

Results

The findings of this study can be categorized into four primary outcomes:
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1. Defining Wisdom and the System of Best: Divine wisdom is not merely
an intellectual postulate but an ontological reality rooted in the Divine Essence.
Since the Essence is Absolute Perfection, the created system must necessarily be
the “System of Best” (Nizam al-Ahsan). This system, while optimizing perfec-
tion, intrinsically involves material beings and, consequently, material conflicts
(tazahum). Therefore, the realization of every single hypothetical perfection is
not required; rather, the realization of the maximum possible perfection within
the constraints of the material world is what wisdom dictates.

2.The Potentiality-Actuality Distinction: The Wisdom Argument is funda-
mentally an argument of “potentiality.” It establishes that Divine wisdom de-
mands the provision of legislative guidance as the highest form of perfection.
However, this necessity does not translate into an absolute requirement for the
material, physical presence of a Prophet or an infallible Imam at every mo-
ment, for every individual, or in every geography. The “potentiality” refers to
the Divine Will towards perfection, whereas the “actuality” is contingent upon
the removal of material obstacles and the overarching interests (masalih) of the
systemic whole.

3. The Role of Material Tazahum: The limitations of the material world—
such as space, time, and physical capacity—are essential attributes of the created
order. These factors create “tazahum,” wherein the realization of one perfection
may exclude the realization of another. Consequently, the absence of an infallible
leader in a specific era or region does not imply a lack of Divine wisdom; rather,
it reflects a situation where other “essential interests” take precedence within the
total system. The article concludes that the Wisdom Argument remains struc-
turally sound; its apparent failures are merely the result of a misapplication that
expects physical presence in a realm defined by physical limitation.

4 Re-interpretation of Quranic Verses: The study demonstrates that verses
such as “And there is no nation but a warner has passed among them” (Fatir: 24)
should not be interpreted as requiring the physical presence of a Prophet among
every people at every moment. Instead, in line with the insights of Allameh Ta-
batabai and other scholars, the purpose of such verses is to assert the delivery of
the message and the completion of the proof (hujjah). Where physical access to a
Prophet is impeded by worldly factors, the individuals involved are categorized
as mustad’afin (the oppressed/disadvantaged), and they are judged by Divine
Justice according to their specific capacities and circumstances.

Conclusion

The “Argument of Wisdom” is not an all-encompassing, absolute guarantee
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of material presence for every Divine manifestation. Instead, it is an argument
of “potentiality” that highlights the Divine desire for human perfection. The
apparent selectivity in its application is resolved when we recognize that hu-
man reason lacks the comprehensive knowledge required to determine the exact
conditions, timing, and instances of Divine acts in a system rife with material
conflicts. Thus, the absence of an infallible leader in the physical world does not
undermine the wisdom of the Creator. It merely signals that the conditions for
the actualization of that specific manifestation were not met within the complex,
interconnected web of the material Nizam al-Ahsan. Individuals who find them-
selves in such circumstances are not left in a vacuum; they remain subject to
Divine justice, which accounts for their unique contexts and limitations, thereby
preserving the coherence of the theological framework of guidance.
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