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Abstract

The issue of divine veiling has long been discussed in Imami Hadiths and in the
Islamic sciences—especially exegesis, philosophy, and mysticism—as one of the
most significant theological challenges of the present age in the fields of theism
and atheism. The central question of this study is: how does Qazi Sa’id Qummi
(1043—-1103 AH), the prominent Shiite philosopher and mystic of the Safavid era,
interpret the narrations concerning divine cognitive veiling, and what is the critical
assessment of his view? Recognizing the importance and necessity of this issue
and its role in justification of atheism in the shadow of the modern theological
argument from the hiddenness of God, this study seeks to review this doctrine in
the tradition of Imami narrations and in the thought of Qazi Sa’id Qummi. To this
end, it employs an analytical-critical approach to examine Qazi Sa’id Qummi’s in-
terpretation of these traditions. The findings of the study show that although Qazi
Sa’id rejects the cognitive veiling of the Real in itself, he nevertheless accepts, at
the level of creaturely cognitive veiling, not only sensory veiling, but also the ra-
tional and intuitive veiling of the Real. However, a critical examination of his view
indicates that his epistemological system lacks sufficient coherence and strength;
and not only do his arguments fail to establish his claim, but his views also suffer
from internal inconsistency.
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Extended Abstract

1) Introduction

The phenomenon of divine hiddenness or “epistemic veiling” stands as a
foundational problem in both classical Islamic theology and contemporary phi-
losophy of religion. Within the Imami tradition, this concept is deeply rooted in
hadith literature. This research focuses on the sophisticated interpretation pro-
vided by Qazi Sa’id Qummi (1043—-1103 AH), a preeminent figure of the Safa-
vid philosophical school and a commentator on Al-Tawhid. The central problem
addressed is the ontological and methodological tension between the necessity
of “knowing God” (Ma’rifatullah) as the primary duty of a believer and the re-
curring textual assertions regarding God’s ultimate veiling from human intellect.

Qazi Sa’id’s project is seen as an attempt to reconcile the radical transcend-
ence (Tanzih) of the Divine Essence with the possibility of human apprehen-
sion. The article identifies a crucial taxonomic distinction within his thought:
the division between Haqqi hiddenness (veiling attributed to the Real Himself)
and Khalqi hiddenness (veiling arising from the limitations of the created be-
ing). The study seeks to investigate whether Qazi Sa’id’s framework maintains
internal coherence or if it inadvertently falls into a form of radical agnosticism
that contradicts the very narrations he seeks to explain. By situating this analysis
within the metaphysics of the will and the hierarchy of agency, the paper bridges
the gap between classical Safavid thought and modern theological discourse.

2) Methodology

This study employs a rigorous analytical-critical method to deconstruct the
epistemological architecture of Qazi Sa’id Qummi’s thought. The methodolog-
ical process involves three distinct phases. First, an exegetical reconstruction
is performed on Qazi Sa’id’s Sharh Tawhid al-Sadugq, specifically focusing on
narrations that discuss the “curtains” (Hujub) and “veils” of God. This phase
identifies his unique categorization of hiddenness and the philosophical premis-
es he employs to interpret these metaphors.

Second, the study subjects his philosophical arguments to logical scruti-
ny. These arguments include the rejection of universal concepts (al-mafahim
al-kulliyah), the denial of the efficacy of mental forms (al-suwar al-dhihniyah)
in capturing the Divine, and the ontological claim that true knowledge (ilm)
requires existential encompassing (ihata). Third, the methodology adopts a com-
parative and critical lens, testing these premises against the broader Imami the-
ological tradition, particularly the doctrines of Fitra (innate knowledge) and the
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role of ‘Aql (intellect) as a “proof” (Hujjah). This approach allows the research-
er to identify where Qazi Sa’id’s philosophical commitments—often influenced
by a radical apophatic theology—diverge from the balanced epistemological
path suggested by the “Amr bayn al-Amrayn” (the middle way) in knowledge.

3) Results

The findings of this research reveal a complex but ultimately problematic epis-
temological system. Qazi Sa’id Qummi’s primary result is the total rejection of
Haqqi epistemic hiddenness. He argues that the Divine Essence is not inherently
“veiled” in a way that suggests a deficiency in the Divine Light; rather, veiling
is entirely Khalqi (creature-oriented). This veiling occurs at three distinct levels:
sensory, rational, and intuitive. Qazi Sa’id posits that because the human mind
operates through “concepts” and “limitations,” and because any known object
must be existentially inferior to or encompassed by the knower, God—being the
absolute Infinite and the Ultimate Agent—cannot be an “object” of knowledge.

However, the critical analysis demonstrates several fundamental flaws in
these results:

*  The Fallacy of Encompassing: Qazi Sa’id conflates “exhaustive com-
prehension” (ihata) with “partial apprehension” (idrak). The article argues that
while humans cannot encompass the Divine Essence, this does not logically
necessitate the impossibility of valid, non-exhaustive rational knowledge.

*  The Problem of Concepts: His claim that universal concepts cannot
point to God leads to a radical linguistic and cognitive closure. The article finds
that this position undermines the communicative function of Divine Names and
Attributes in the Quran and Hadith.

*  Inconsistency with Fitra: The results indicate that Qazi Sa’id’s frame-
work struggles to account for the “knowledge of the heart” or the innate rec-
ognition (Fitra) emphasized in Imami traditions. By reducing all knowledge to
a form of existential encompassment, he leaves no room for the relational and
immediate knowledge (al-ma’rifah al-shuhudiyah) that the narrations suggest is
accessible to the believer.

Ultimately, the study finds that while Qazi Sa’id’s distinction between Haqqi
and Khalqi veiling is a valuable contribution, the philosophical arguments he
uses to support the total impossibility of cognitive access are internally incon-
sistent and lack sufficient proof.

4) Conclusion

The article concludes that Qazi Sa’id Qummi’s epistemological framework,
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while intellectually ambitious, suffers from a lack of internal coherence. His
commitment to a radical apophatic (negative) theology leads him to a position
where God is not only transcendent but cognitively unreachable, which stands
in tension with the Quranic imperative of Ma’rifah. The study demonstrates that
his arguments fail to provide a definitive proof for the absolute veiling of God
at the rational level. Instead, his reasoning effectively proves only the impos-
sibility of “encompassing comprehension,” a point already conceded by most
theologians.

The research suggests distinguishing among modes of veiling, viewing them
as markers of ontological distance rather than absolute barriers to knowledge. To
avoid the theological agnosticism inherent in Qazi Sa’id’s system and preserve the
Imami tradition, the article proposes a “middle path” epistemology that acknowl-
edges creaturely limits while validating partial, analogical, and intuitive knowl-
edge of the Divine Presence, thereby correcting radical Safavid metaphysics.
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